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'HERETICKS. 


DE - 
Go ——— 
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. Worthy Friend, ' 
4 Received yours of the 2oth-of Fuxe laſt, and am very glad to hear 


of your good Succeſs, and that our Party gains Ground fo faſt in 
V4 England. Rut concerning the Queſtion you have put to me, that is, ' 
> What is the beſt courſe to be taken to Root out all the Hereticks? To 
which, anſwer : There are divers ways to do that, but we mult conſi- 
der which is the beſt to make uſe of in England, 1am ute you are nat lg- 
norant how many thoufand Here:ticks we have in France, by the Power of 
our Dragons, Converted in the ſpace of oneyear ; and by the Dottrine of 
| ©thaſe booted Apoſtles, Turn'd more in one month than ChrifF ard his Apo- 
Plecould in ten years. This is a matt Excellent M-tnod, and far exccls 
thoſe of the preat Preachers and Teachers, that have lived fince Chr;F#'s time. 
But | have ſpoke with divers Fathers of our Society, who do think that your 
King is not ſtrong enough to accompliſh his Delign by ſuch kind ot force, 
ſo that we cannat expect to have our Work done in tirat manner, for the' 
Hereticks are too ſtrong in the three Kingdoms, and thegefore we mult 
ſeek to Convert them by tair means, before we fall upan them with Fre, 
Sword, Halters, Gaols, and other ſuch like Puniſhments : And therefore, 
'1,can give you no better Advice than to begin wiih (oft eafic means, 
wheedic ther in by Promiſes of Profit, and Offices of Honour, Uull. you have 
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(2) 
made them dip themſelves in Treaſonable Actions, agamſt the Laws Eſta- 
bliſhed, and then they are bound to ſerve for fear. When they have done 
thus, turn them out, and ſerve others ſo, by putting them in their Places; 
and by this way, gain as many as you can. And for the Hereticks, that 
are in Places of Profit and Honour, turn them out, or Suſpend them on 
pretence of Misbebaviour, by which their Places are forfeit, and they ſub- 
ze&t to what Judgment you pleaſe to give upon them. "Then you muſt 
form a Camp, that muſt conſiſt of none but Carholicks, this will make the 
Hereticks heartleſs, and conclude all means of Relief and Recovery is gone. 
And lafſtlv,'ake the ſhort and the beſt way,which is to ſurprize the Hercicks 
ona ſullen; and to incourage the Zealons Catholicks, let them Sacrifice 
them all, and waſh their Hands in their Blood, which will be an acceptable 
Offering to God. And this was the Method I took in France, which hath 
well, you ſee, ſucceeded, but it coſt m2 many threats and promiſes, be- 

for 1 cou'd bring it thus far, our King being a long ti.ne very unwilling. 
But at laſt,. 1 got him on the Hip, for he had /ay» with his Dnughrer-57. 
Lew, for which 1 would by no mcans give him Ab/olution, till he had gi- 
ven mean Iſtrument, under his own Hand and Seal, to Sacrifice all the 

Hereticks in one day, Now as ſoon as | had my deſired Comiſſion, la 
pointed the day when this ſhould be done, and in the mean time, made 
ready ſome thouſands of Letters, to be {ent into all parts of France in one 
Poſt Night, I was never better pleaſed than that time, but the King was 
alteCted with ſome compaſſion for the: Hugonets, becaule they had been a 
mcans to bring him to his Crown and Throne ; and the longer he was un- 
der it the more forrowful he was, often complaining, and deliring me to 
give him his Commiſſion again, but that I would by no perſivaſion do, ad- 
viſing him to repent of that heinous fin; and alſo telling him, that the 
trouble and horrour of his Spirit did not proceed from any thing of Evil 
in thoſe things that were to be done, but from that great Wickedneſs which 
he had done; and that he mult reſolve to undergo the ſevere burthen of a 
troubled mind for one of themor the other, and if he would remain fatis- 
hed as it was, his Sin being forgiven, there would, in few days, be a per- 
fect attonement made for it, and he perfectly reconciled to God again. 
But all this would not pacihe him, for the longer the more reſtleſs, and 
therefore | ordered him to retire to his Cloſet, and there ſpend his time 
conſtantly in Prayer, without permitting any one, to interrupt him ;' and 
this was in the morning early, when the evening following I was to ſend 
away all my Letters. I did indeed make the more haſte, for fear he 
ſhould diſcloſe it to any body, yet I had given him a ſtrict charge to keep 
it to himſelf, and the very thing that | moſt feared, to my great ſorrow, 
came to pals ; for juſt in the nick of time, the Devil, who hath always his 
Initruments at work, ſent the Prince of Conde to the Court, who asked for 
the King ; he was told that he was in his Cloſet, and would ſpeak with no 
man ; he impudently anſwered, That he muſt, and w1nld ſpeak with him, and 
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ſo went directly tg his Claſet ; he being a great Peer, no man durſt hinder 
him. And being come to the King he lov0n perceived by his countenance 
that he was under ſome great trouhle of mind, for he looked as if he had 
been going into the other World immediately. 'Sir, faid he, what is the 
matter with you ? The King, at the firit, refuſed to tell him but he prefling 
harder upon him, at laſt, the King with a ſorrowtful complaint, burit out, 
and ſaid, I bave given Fatber La Chaiſe a Commiſſion under my own Hand, to 
Murder all the Hugonots in one day, and this Evening will the Letters be diſ- 
pitch'd to all Parts, FA the Poſt, for the performing it ; ſo that there is but (mall 
time left for my Hugont Subjefts ro lrue, who have never done me any harm : 
Whereupon this curſed; Rogue anſwered, Let him give you your Com- 
miſſion again: The King ſaid, how ſhall I get it out of his hand, for if I ſen4 
to him for it, be will refuſe to ſend it ? This Devil anſwered, If your Majeſty 
will give me order, I will quickly make bim return it : The King was loon 
perſwaded, being willing to give eaſe to histroubled Spirit, and laid, Well, 
go then, and break his Neck, if he will not give it you ; whereupon, this Son of 
the Devil, went to the Poſt-Houle, and asked if [ had not a great number 
of Letters there, and they ſaid, Yes, more than 1 had ſent thither in a 
whole year betore ; then, 1aid the Prince, By Order from the King, you muft 
deliver them all to me ; which they durit not deny, for they knew well 
enough who he was: And no ſooner was he got into the Polt-Houſe, and 
had asked theſe Queſtions, but 1 came alſo in after him; to give order to 
the Poſt Maſter, to give noticeto all thoſe under him, in the ſeveral Parts 
of the Kingdom, that they ſhould take care to deliver my Letters with all 
ſpeed imaginable, But I was no ſooner entred the Houſe, but he gave his 
Servants order to ſecure the Door, and faid confidently to me, Tow muſt, 
by order from the King, give me the Commiſſion which you havye forced from him : 
I told him | had it not about me, but would go and fetch it, thinking to 
get from him, and ſo go out of Town, and ſend the contents of thoſe Let- 
ters another timez but he ſaid, You mnſt give it me, and if you have it not 
about you, ſend ſome body to fetch it, or elſe never expect to go alive out of my 
hands, for I bave an Order from the King, either te bring it or break your 
Neck : And I am reſolved either to carry back that to him in my band, or your 
Hearts Blood on the point of my Sword. | would have made my etcape, but 
he ſet his Sword to my Breaſt, and ſaid, You muft give it me or dye, there- 
fore delrver it, or elſe this goes through your Body. 

So when I ſaw nothing elſe would do, 1 put my Hand in my Pocket 
and gave it him, which he carried immediately to the King, and gave him 
that and all my Letters, which they burnt : And being all done, the Xing 
ſaid, Now his Heart was at eaſe ; now how he ſhould be. calcd by iu 
Devil, or fo well fatisficd with a falſe Joy [| cannot tell : Bur this iknow, 
that it was a very \Wicked and Ungodly ation, as well in his Majef?; 15 
the Prince of Conde, and did not a little iffcrealc the burthen and .!anger 
of His Majeſties Sins. 1 ſoon gave an account of this Altair to fev«ral 
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Fathers of our Society, who promiſed to do th:ir belt to prevent the afore. 
ſaid Prince doing ſuch another att ; which was accordingly done, for with- 
in the ſpace of- fix davs after the damned attion he was Poyſoned, and well 
he deſerved it, The King allo did ſuifer too, but in another fathion, for. 
diſcloſing the Deſign to the Prince, and hearkning to his Counſel. And 
many atime ſince, when | have had him at Confellion, 1 have ſhook Hell 
about his Fars, and made him ſigh, fear, and tremble, before [ would 
give him Abſolution ; nay, more than thar, I have made him beg for it on 
his Knees, before | would conſent to'Abſolve him,, By this, 1 ſaw that he 
had (till an inclination to me, and was willing to be under my govern- 
ment, ſo 1 ſet the baſeneſs of the ation before him, by telling the whole 
Story, and how wicked it was; and that it could not be forgiven till he 
had done ſome good. attion to »ballance that, and expiate the Crime. 
Whereupon, he at laſt asked me what he-muſt do ? I teld him, that he muſt 
root out all the Hereticks from his Kingdom : So, when he ſaw there was 
no reſt for him without doing it, he did again give them all into the power 
of me and our Clergy, updgr this condition, That we would not Murder 
them, as he had before Ely orders, but that we ſhould by fair means, or 
force, Convert them to the Catholick Religion ;, to which end, he*gave us 
his Drageens to be at our Devotion and Service, that we might ule them as 
we ſaw convenient, to Convert them to the true Religion” Now when 
we had got the Commiſſion, we preſently put it in Prattice, and what the 
ſuc of it hath been, you very well know, But now in England, the 
work cannot be done after. this manner, as you may perceive by what [- 
have ſaid to you, fo that I cannot give you better counſel, than to take 
that courſe-in hand wherein we were ſo unhappily prevented ; and | doubt 
not, butthat it may have better ſucceſs with you than with us. 

| would writg to you of many ether things, but that [ fear | have alrca- 
dy detained you too long ; wherefore | ſhall write ro more at preſent, 
bur that 1 am, 


Paris, Fuly 8th: 
1688. 


Your Friend and Servant, 


La Chaite. 


